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New England Beetle Cat Boat Association 

1940-2022 
and 

Edgewood Yacht Club  
1889-2022 

present 

 

The 2022 Leo J. Telesmanick Beetle Cat Championships 
August 6-7, 2022 

  
Sailing Instructions 

 
The Organizing Authorities for the 2022 Leo J. Telesmanick Beetle Cat Championships are the New 
England Beetle Cat Boat Association (NEBCBA) and the Edgewood Yacht Club (EYC). 
 
1. RULES 

This regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing 2021-2024 
(RRS) and the NEBCBA Class Regulations, except as either is modified by these Sailing Instructions. 

2. ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY 

This regatta is open to skippers and crews sailing Beetle Cat sailboats conforming to the current 
NEBCBA Class Regulations as posted on the NEBCBA website (www.beetlecat.org) or in the most 
recent Beetle Cat Class Handbook (2006).  All skippers must be NEBCBA members.  All boats must 
have a distinct sail number.  Any duplicate numbers must be temporarily altered as directed by the 
Race Committee or its representative. 

3. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS 

Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located in the understory of the 
EYC clubhouse. 

4. CHANGES TO THE SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

Any change to the Sailing Instructions will be posted before 0900 on the day it will take effect, except 
that any change to the schedule of races will be posted by 1800 on the day before it will take effect. 

5. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 

5.1  Signals made ashore will be displayed from a halyard on the flagpole located on the “T-Dock” 
separating the north and south docks of the EYC marina. 

5.2  Postponements signaled ashore will be indicated with the AP flag: 
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If a postponement is signaled ashore, the warning signal for the first race will be made not less 
than 30 minutes after the AP is lowered. 

6. SCHEDULE OF RACES 

     Saturday, August 6 

     Skippers Meeting       0930  
    Harbor Start        1000  
    First Signal on Race Course       no earlier than 1030 
 Lunch Break     1230 (approx.) 
 Racing Continues     1330 (approx.) 
 Last Race Begins No Later Than    1600 
  
 Sunday, August 7 

     Skippers Meeting       0900  
    Harbor Start        0930  
    First Signal on Race Course       no earlier than 1000 
 Last Race Begins No Later Than  1300 

7. CLASS FLAG & RACE COMMITTEE FLAG 

The class flag for the Beetle Cat shall be an orange flag with the Beetle insignia in black: 

 

 
 

The class flag will serve as the Race Committee boat end of the starting/finishing line. 
 
The Race Committee flag shall be a blue flag with the letters R C in white and with a centered fouled 
anchor in red: 

 

The Race Committee flag will serve for Race Committee identification purposes only and will not 
serve as a race signal. 

8. RACING AREA 

The racing area will be in the Edgewood Basin of the Providence River, east of the EYC mooring 
field, south of Fields Point, and north of Sabin Point, as shown in Attachment A.  The starting line 
will be visible from the EYC mooring field in most conditions. Boats shall not sail south of the Sabin 
Point daymark at any time while racing. Boats shall observe boat traffic both in the main shipping 
channel near the east side of the Edgewood Basin and in the smaller channel running north-south 
between the EYC mooring field and the racing area. There are no restrictions as to sailing in the 
channels while racing, though courses that require sailing through the main shipping channel will 
generally be avoided. 

9. COURSES 

The diagrams in Attachment B with identifying letters show the basic courses, including the order in 
which marks are to be passed and the side on which each mark is to be left. The identifying letter of 
the basic course selected will be displayed from the Race Committee boat before the warning 
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signal. The first mark will generally be located directly to windward of the starting line. 
Notwithstanding the course diagrams, boats are not required to (but may) pass through the starting 
line on the second upwind leg of the T2 and W2 courses. 

10. MARKS 

10.1   All marks other than the starting/finishing pin and the windward offset mark, if used, will be 
yellow tetrahedrons. 

10.2   The starting/finishing pin and the windward offset mark, if used, will be orange tetrahedrons. 
The starting/finishing line will be open during races using T2 and W2 courses (such that boats may, 
but are not required to, pass through the starting line on the second upwind leg of those courses). 

10.3     A windward offset mark may be used for any course. The windward offset mark, if used, will 
be positioned to port of, and ideally slightly downwind of, the windward mark. All boats must round 
both the windward mark and, if used, the offset mark prior to continuing on the next leg of the course. 

10.4      A leeward gate may be used for W and W2 courses only. If a leeward gate is used, all boats 
must pass between the two leeward marks comprising the gate and must round either the starboard-
side leeward mark, to starboard, or the port-side leeward mark, to port, before continuing on the next 
leg of the course. If a leeward gate is used, the distance between the leeward marks comprising the 
gate will be larger than six boat lengths, and, accordingly, the zone around each of the marks will not 
overlap with the zone around the other mark. 

11. THE START 

11.1 Races will be started using the Appendix S (Whistle Start) system. The Rule 26 (Flag Start) 
system will not be used. All boats will start in the same sequence. In the event that over 40 boats are 
registered, the Rule 26 (Flag Start) system and multiple starting sequences, with boats separated into 
divisions, may be used, but any such change will be posted as an amendment to these Sailing 
Instructions.  

11.2  The starting line will be between the flagstaff displaying the class flag aboard the Race 
Committee boat and the starting pin. 

11.3   The standard flags for individual recall, general recall, and race abandonment may be used: 
 

 
 

Individual Recall 
 

 
 

General Recall 
 

 
 

Race Abandonment 
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12. THE FINISH 

The finishing line will be between the flagstaff displaying the class flag aboard the Race Committee 
boat and the finishing pin. The starting pin and finishing pin will be the same mark, but that mark 
may be moved following the start to create a finishing line that is shorter than the starting line. 

13. TIME LIMIT 

All races shall have a 60-minute time limit for the first boat to finish. Boats finishing more than 20 
minutes after the first boat that sails the course finishes will be scored Did Not Finish without a 
hearing, provided that, in the sole discretion of the Race Committee, one or more boats not finished 
within that period may be scored in place (and if any boat not yet finished is scored in place, all other 
unfinished boats ahead of such boat must be scored in place but boats behind such boat need not be 
scored in place). This modifies RRS 35. 

14. PENALTIES & PROTESTS 

14.1  The penalty for a violation of any rule of Part 2 in an incident while racing will be a One-Turn 
Penalty. This modifies RRS 44.1. 

14.2  A boat intending to protest shall inform the Race Committee (a) at the finishing line of the race 
as soon as practicable after the race and before the earlier of the start of the following race and the 
end of racing to break for lunch or for the day, and also (b) within 30 minutes of the Race Committee 
returning to the EYC clubhouse following the end of racing to break for lunch or for the day. 

14.3  Protest hearings will be held as soon as possible after racing each day. 

15. SCORING 

15.1  The low-point scoring system of Appendix A of the Racing Rules of Sailing will apply.  

15.2   One race is required to be completed to constitute the series. 

15.3     When fewer than 5 races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total of her 
race scores. When 5 or more races, up to 9 races, are completed, a boat’s series score will be the 
total of her race scores, excluding her worst score. When 10 or more races are completed, a boat’s 
series score will be the total of her races scored, excluding her 2 worst races. 

15.4    Places in each class of participation will be determined by “overall scoring” by looking at the 
overall results. Each boat may only be scored in one of the 5 classes of participation (Juniors, Men, 
Women, Old Salts, Ancient Mariners), the skipper must qualify for the class, and only qualifying 
participants may steer the boat during racing (e.g., if an adult is crew for a junior sailor, the adult 
may not touch the tiller during any race or else the boat will be recategorized into the Men or 
Women class, as applicable). 

16. SAFETY REGULATIONS 

16.1  Each boat shall check in before their first start of each day with the Race Committee.  

16.2  A boat that retires from a race, or decides not to start after coming to the racing area, shall 
advise the Race Committee as soon as reasonably possible. 

16.3  All junior (18 and under) sailors must wear Coast Guard approved PFDs at all times while 
afloat, except for brief periods of time during which clothing is added or removed. 

16.4  When the Race Committee displays code flag Y with a sound signal then all participants are 
required to wear a Coast Guard approved PFD (RRS 40). 
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17. TIDES 

Note that the Edgewood Basin is a portion of the Providence River and experiences significant 
current that may affect racing but that, because of the breadth of the Edgewood Basin as 
compared to adjacent portions of the Providence River and other factors, is not wholly coincident 
with the tide. Tidal times are approximations. 

 

Saturday, August 6:  High at around 1530 hours 
Low at around 0815 and 2100 hours 

  
Sunday, August 7:      High at around 1630 hours 

Low at around 0915 and 2230 hours 

18.  SUBSTITUTIONS OF COMPETITORS INCLUDING REPLACEMENTS OF CREW 

Substitutions of competitors, including replacements of crew, will not be allowed without prior 
approval of the Race Committee, provided that approval of the Race Committee will be liberally 
granted for the replacement of crew provided that the replacement crew agrees not to touch the tiller 
during racing. 

20.  RADIO COMMUNICATION 

Except in an emergency, a boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio 
communications not available to all boats. This restriction also applies to mobile phones. 

21.  PRIZES 

The Leo J. Telesmanick trophy will be awarded to the overall winner of this regatta.  Trophies will 
be awarded to the top three boats overall and in the following 5 classes of participation: Juniors (18 
and under), Women, Men, Old Salts (50-69) and Ancient Mariners (70 & over).  Each boat may only 
compete in one class of participation and may therefore win a maximum of two prizes (overall and 
class of participation).  The Chairman’s Trophy will be awarded to the yacht club that has at least 
three boats entered and has the best total finishing scores. 
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Attachment A: Approximate Racing Area 

 
 
Attachment B: Course Diagrams (note that the T/T2/W/W2 diagrams do not depict offset marks or 
gates, which may or may not be incorporated into the courses) 
 

 


